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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198903774 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 6 km W Gatton QLD 
Date: 10 May 1989 Time: 720 
Highest Injury Level: Serious  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 1 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 1 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Piper PA25-235   
Registration: VH-WPK   
Serial Number: 25-7756012   
Operation Type: Aerial Work   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Gatton QLD   
Departure Time: 0713   
Destination: Gatton QLD   
 
Approved for Release: 9th November 1989 

Circumstances: 

The pilot was carrying out a "cleanup" swath run on a 50 acre potato crop which he had sprayed on the previous 
evening, but had not finished due to poor light. The cleanup run was conducted below a power line at right angles to 
the flight path and about eight metres above the crop. This power line was near another line which traversed the 
crop, and was at an angle of about 30 degrees to the flight path. The pilot was aware of the location of the second 
power line and had intended to fly over it after pulling up from the run under the first line. The run under the first 
line was completed, and when the pilot began to pull up, he noticed that the second line was closer than he had 
expected, and he decided to go under instead of over the line. During the manoeuvre, the right wing contacted the 3 
strand 12 gauge steel wires, and the aircraft slid along the wires for some 200 metres before cartwheeling into the 
crop tail first. The aircraft then bounced upright and caught fire. The right wing had been severed by wire contact 
outboard of the wing strut supports prior to ground impact and the pilot had been sprayed with fuel. The pilot 
received burns to his right arm and left leg. He was wearing leather gloves, a short sleeved shirt and shorts under 
polyester and cotton overalls. He also wore a helmet. Despite the fact that the helmet was damaged during the 
accident sequence the pilot received no head injuries. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factor was considered relevant to the development of the accident  

1. The pilot misjudged the proximity of a power line which was in his planned flight path. 


