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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�


3 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

198601409 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Occurrence Number: 198601409 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Bacchus Marsh VIC 
Date: 01 March 1986 Time: 1645 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 1 

 
Aircraft Details: Glasflugel H206   
Registration: VH-GSA   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Private (Gliding)   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Bacchus Marsh VIC   
Departure Time: N/K   
Destination: Bacchus Marsh VIC   
 
Approved for Release: May 16th 1986 

Circumstances: 

Gliding operations during the day had been conducted on Strip 19. On this occasion the pilot planned to approach to 
that strip but to land on the cross Strip 09, to allow the glider to complete its landing near the club hangar. During 
the turn onto final approach, to Strip 09, the pilot noticed a tug aircraft apparently making an approach to the same 
strip. He continued his turn in order to avoid any conflict with the tug, and the aircraft subsequently touched down 
across Strip 19. It then ran through a ditch before colliding with a fence. The tug pilot stated that he saw the glider 
and thought that it would land on the left side of Strip 09. The tug aircraft was not fitted with a radio which denied 
two-way communications between the two aircraft. The two aircraft came into close proximity and the glider lost 
excessive height as the pilot forgot to retract the airbrakes during the turn to avoid the tug aircraft. The tug pilot 
continued the approach and landed but the glider pilot was committed to a downwind landing and attempted to land 
across the other strip. 


