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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198602307 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 2 km NE Cudal NSW 
Date: 30 January 1986 Time: N/R 
Highest Injury Level: Minor  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 1 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Piper PA 25-235   
Registration: VH-CPT   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Aerial Work (Solo Training)   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Cudal NSW   
Departure Time: N/R   
Destination: Cudal NSW   
 
Approved for Release: March 24th 1986 

Circumstances: 

The pilot was a Chinese citizen who was being trained, as part of an Australian Development Aid program, to a 
standard equivalent to that required for an Agricultural rating. His Chinese Commercial Licence was suitably 
endorsed to allow training in this country. The flight in question was authorised as a practice spraying exercise and 
was to be the pilot's last solo sequence before a flight test. At the end of the first practice spraying run the entry into 
the procedure turn was delayed, and the turn was then conducted at less than the normal angle of bank. This placed 
the aircraft in a wide and low turn, during which it collided with a tree. This collision occurred at about 50 feet 
above ground level, and the aircraft struck the ground 35 metres beyond the tree. The pilot subsequently reported 
that the aircraft had been affected by a downdraft. However, other pilots and ground witnesses in the area indicated 
that excessive sink or downdrafts were unlikely to have occurred. The tree struck was prominent and contrasted well 
with the surrounding vegetation. It was likely that the pilot was looking back to check his flight path in relation to 
the spraying runs and had not seen the tree prior to the collision. 


