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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198702398 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Tamworth NSW 
Date: 31 March 1987 Time: 1156 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 1 

 
Aircraft Details: Beechcraft 58-TC   
Registration: VH-FTZ   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Private (Pleasure)   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Port Macquarie NSW   
Departure Time: N/A   
Destination: Walcha NSW   
 
Approved for Release: December 2nd 1987 

Circumstances: 

On arrival at the destination aerodrome, the pilot was unable to obtain a down and locked indication for the landing 
gear. He noted that when the gear was selected, there was an abnormal noise, and the gear motor only ran for a few 
seconds. On a subsequent re-cycling, a down and locked indication was obtained, but the pilot noticed a strong 
smell of hydraulic fluid. A diversion to a more suitable aerodrome was made, where a flypast confirmed that the 
gear appeared to be extended. The gear warning horn did not sound when the throttles were closed. However, the 
pilot was unable to move the emergency gear handle from its stowed position when he decided to use this device to 
ensure the gear was in fact down. During the ground roll, following a smooth touchdown, the right main gear 
collapsed. The investigation revealed that the right gear up-lock roller was seized. The pilot did not detect this fault 
during the pre-flight inspection. The landing gear braze rod, the push rod between the actuator and landing gear, 
was bent and the relevant gear position microswitch was incorrectly adjusted, resulting in a premature landing gear 
down and locked indication. The landing gear manual extension handle could not be moved because of an 
incorrectly fitted trim panel. All these mechanical defects were a consequence of inadequate maintenance. 


