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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198502582 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Beaumont (5 km North Bathurst) NSW 
Date: 31 March 1985 Time: N/A 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Pterodactyl Mk 3   
Registration: Not Registered   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Sport Aviation   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Beaumont NSW   
Departure Time: N/A   
Destination: Beaumont NSW   
 
Approved for Release: April 15th 1986 

Circumstances: 

A series of demonstration flights had been arranged by the aircraft owner. The weather was clear and sunny, with 
occasional wind gusts up to about 5 knots. Thermal activity was reported in the area. The pilot was the manufacturer 
of the aircraft, which was sold in kit form. Although he had considerable experience on the aircraft type, he was not 
familiar with flight in thermalling conditions. After conducting three short demonstration flights with a passenger on 
board on each occasion, the pilot arranged with the owner to carry out a solo flight to gain thermalling experience. 
Witnesses reported that the ground roll appeared to be normal, but the aircraft commenced a turn at about 10 feet 
above the ground while climbing at an unusually steep angle. After the aircraft had reached a height of about 100 
feet the climb angle was seen to steepen further, and shortly afterwards the left wing dropped and the aircraft 
entered a spin. The rotation ceased after one and a half turns with the aircraft then in a steep nose-down attitude. 
Recovery from this dive was apparently being made when the aircraft struck the ground. No evidence of any 
mechanical failure or defect was subsequently found. It was considered probable that the unusually steep climb 
attitude was the result of either the pilot's wish to demonstrate maximum performance, or the unexpected effects of 
a thermal. The pitch-up which occurred before the stall and subsequent spin was possibly related to the thermal 
activity. 


