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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198601423 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Fraser Island (4 km West Lakes Entrance) VIC
Date: 08 June 1986 Time: 1245
Highest Injury Level: Nil
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 1 1

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 1

Aircraft Details: Piper PA 32-RT300
Registration: VH-MSX

Serial Number:

Operation Type: Private (Pleasure)
Damage Level:  Substantial
Departure Point: Fraser Island VIC
Departure Time: 1235

Destination: Fraser Island VIC

Approved for Release: September 22nd 1986
Circumstances:

The pilot was approaching to land into the south. The wind at the time was from the south-west and gusting to about
30 knots. The first half of the strip was sheltered from the wind by a solid line of tall scrub and trees. The aircraft
did not touch down when the pilot flared for landing and a go-around was initiated. At a height of about 10 feet and
passing abeam of the end of the sheltered area, the aircraft suddenly moved violently to the left. The nose dropped
sharply and the nosewheel dragged on the ground for some 10 metres before the pilot was able to continue the go-
around. A diversion to a more suitable aerodrome was made, where a post-landing inspection revealed that the
nosegear had been bent sideways by the previous ground contact. Because of the turbulent conditions, the pilot had
approached at about 10 knots faster than normal. The strip was relatively short and the general crosswind in gusts
was probably above the maximum for the type. A post analysis of the weather conditions indicated that wind gusts
in excess of 50 knots may have occurred in the area.



