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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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This accident was not formally investigated by the Bureau. 
Occurrence Number: 198802414 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: "Nerstane" (8 km east of Bendemeer NSW ) 
Date: 21 December 1988 Time: 745 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 1 

 
Aircraft Details: Air Parts FU24-A4   
Registration: VH-BBM   
Serial Number: 136   
Operation Type: Aerial work   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: "Nerstane" NSW   
Departure Time: 0735   
Destination: "Nerstane" NSW   
 
Approved for Release: 2nd March 1990 

Circumstances: 

The pilot, in company with another aircraft, had been carrying out aerial top dressing operations from an airstrip 
located along the top of a ridge line. The conditions were calm, and the pilot, who had limited aerial agricultural 
experience, was relaxed and enjoying the flying. Returning to the airstrip at the completion of a sortie, the pilot 
made a glide approach and crossed the threshold just as the other aircraft was departing with a full load. Just before 
touch down the aircraft encountered turbulence and dropped the left wing, then veered sharply to the left over the 
side of the ridge. The pilot attempted to regain the strip without increasing power. However, the aircraft failed to 
respond and touched down on the sloping terrain at the side of the strip. During the landing roll he attempted to steer 
the aircraft up the slope, but it collided with a stack of timber which caused the right hand main landing gear leg to 
separate. The pilot subsequently advised that he had been complacent and had not given sufficient attention to the 
landing. He had then encountered wake turbulence, generated from behind the departing aircraft, which had not had 
time to dissipate in the calm conditions. It had not occurred to him to apply full power and go-around. 


