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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198500156 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Spencers Brook WA 
Date: 9 December 1985 Time: 900 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 1 1 0 
Total 1 1 1 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Bell 206   
Registration: VH-FUT   
Serial Number:    

Operation Type: Charter (Aerial 
Photography)   

Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Clackline WA   
Departure Time: 0900   
Destination: Clackline WA   
 
Approved for Release: May 5th 1986 

Circumstances: 

The helicopter was being used as an airborne filming platform. It was being flown at about 30 feet above ground 
level along the side of a roadway, while the film crew filmed a bus that was travelling along the road. The helicopter 
was observed to gain altitude and pass over a power line then descend again to 30 feet above ground level. After 
travelling a further 500 metres the helicopter struck a spur line running from the main power line, pitched nose up 
before descending out of control and colliding with the ground. The wreckage slid 50 metres before coming to rest 
on the road. The positon of both the sun and the support poles of the spur line would have made detection of the line 
difficult unless the pilot had prior knowledge of its position. The pilot was not seen to conduct a survey of the area 
for obstacles prior to commencing low level operations. The task required the pilot to concentrate on the bus to the 
right of the helicopter as well as the flight path ahead. Examination of the wreakage did not reveal any malfunction 
which may have contributed to the occurrence. It appeared that on impact with the spur line one cable contacted the 
bottom of the windscreen pillar and the other became entangled in the rotor blades. All significant damage to the 
aircraft appeared to have resulted from ground impact. 


