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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198501401 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Balliang, 19 km South of Bacchus Marsh VIC
Date: 13 July 1985 Time: 1615 (aprx)
Highest Injury Level: Fatal
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 2 0 0 0

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 0

Total 2 0 0 0

Aircraft Details: Bell 47G2
Registration: VH-SRE

Serial Number:

Operation Type: Miscellaneous - Ferry
Damage Level:  Destroyed

Departure Point: 2 km West Balliang VIC
Departure Time: 1615 (aprx)
Destination: Balliang VIC

Approved for Release: March 19th 1986
Circumstances:

A group of pilots had travelled from a property strip to a nearby dam in order to complete training exercises on a
float-equipped Bell 47 helicopter. VH-SRE was not fitted with floats but had been used to ferry some of the pilots to
the area. At the conclusion of the training operation the pilot arranged to ferry VH-SRE back to the property strip.
After take-off a practice autorotation was conducted over the dam and was followed by some unauthorised low
flying in the vicinity. On arrival at the strip low level runs were performed along the strip with torque turns at each
end. Control of the aircraft was lost during the third of these turns and the aircraft struck the ground in a steep nose-
down attitude. Fire broke out on impact and engulfed the wreckage. The subsequent investigation did not reveal any
evidence of a pre-impact defect or malfunction of the aircraft which might have contributed to the accident. Several
of the pilots who observed the flight reported that the final manoeuvres performed were outside the normal
operating parameters of the helicopter, and were conducted at an unsafe height above the ground. It was, however,
not possible to establish which of the pilots was flying the aircraft at the time of the accident.



