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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198500138 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Lancelin WA 
Date: 17 July 1985 Time: 1830 
Highest Injury Level: Minor  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 1 
Total 0 0 1 1 

 
Aircraft Details: Bell 206B   
Registration: VH-FJR   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Aerial Work-Positioning   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Jandakot WA   
Departure Time: 1830   
Destination: Lancelin WA   
 
Approved for Release: April 3rd 1986 

Circumstances: 

The pilot was positioning the helicopter before carrying out a medical evacuation from a ship. Prior to 
DEPARTURE he had arranged to land on the school oval at Lancelin, to refuel, and to have two vehicles positioned 
at the oval to provide lighting for the landing. During the subsequent night approach to the oval the helicopter 
collided with sand dunes. Witnesses reported that during the approach the aircraft descended to a low altitude and 
disappeared from sight behind the sand dunes before impact. An inspection of the wreckage revealed that apart from 
the altimeter no other faults were found with the aircraft that could have contributed to the occurrence. Examination 
of the altimeter found that it was outside operating limits and during operation in the aircraft was likely to have been 
erratic in its indications. No such erratic indications were reported by the pilot or his passenger, who was also 
monitoring the altimeter. The weather at the time of the occurrence was reported as overcast with light drizzle and a 
light wind. The visibility was 20 kilometres although the night was dark and the only source of light in the area was 
from the town and the headlights of the two vehicles being used to light the landing area. These conditions are 
conducive to the pilot suffering from visual illusions and it is possible that these illusions caused the pilot to 
misjudge the altitude of the helicopter during the approach. 


