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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198402342 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 12 km SSE Bendigo VIC 
Date: 1 September 1984 Time: 1320 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 2 2 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 2 

 
Aircraft Details: Beech B76   
Registration: VH-MFS   
Serial Number:    

Operation Type: Aerial Work (Dual 
Instruction)   

Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Melbourne VIC   
Departure Time: 1252   
Destination: Moorabbin VIC   
 
Approved for Release: 5/02/1986 

Circumstances: 

During cruise the right engine began to surge and vibrate. Normal actions to restore engine performance were 
unsuccessful and the engine was shut down. About four minutes later the left engine lost power in a similar manner 
to the right. The pilot carried out a forced landing but the nosewheel was torn off when it struck a ditch. A 
subsequent examination revealed no evidence of pre-impact defects or malfunctions of either engine which might 
have contributed to the reported power losses. Atmospheric conditions at the time were conducive to the formation 
of carburettor icing. The aircraft was not equipped with a carburettor air temperature gauge, and the pilot had not 
applied carburettor heat until the initial loss of power from the right engine. At the same time, he had moved the 
mixture levers to the full rich position, which would have reduced the exhaust gas temperature. This in turn would 
reduce the amount of heat available to disperse any ice accumulation. It was considered probable that if an 
appreciable amount of ice had formed, there was insufficient time available for it to be dispersed by the heat 
applied, before the pilot was committed to a forced landing. 


