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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199102554 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Manning Stn (40 km SSE Tambo) QId
Date: 22 September 1991 Time: 0735 hours
Highest Injury Level: Fatal
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 1 0 0 0

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 1 0 0 0

Total 2 0 0 0

Aircraft Details: Beech C23
Registration: VH-WHP

Serial Number: M-1544
Operation Type: Aerial work
Damage Level:  Destroyed
Departure Point: Manning Stn Qld
Departure Time: 0730 hours
Destination: Manning Stn Qld

Approved for Release: 24th August 1992
Circumstances:

The pilot was to conduct seeding operations on a friend's property. On arrival at the strip, he removed the front right
seat from the cabin, leaving only the pilot's seat in the aircraft (the rear passenger seats were not in the aircraft). The
pilot then fitted shaped metal sheets to the top and bottom of the baggage door. The door was positioned at the rear
of the cabin on the left side of the aircraft. The metal sheets enabled the door to be held open (at an angle of about
177) during flight, to allow seed to be dispensed through the opening. The seed mixture was contained in bags, each
weighing about 45 kg. Four bags were loaded into the aircraft cabin. One bag was placed adjacent to the baggage
door. The person dispensing the seed then sat on the cabin floor leaning against the cabin rear bulkhead. Two
further bags were placed on the floor in the area normally occupied by the rear passenger seats and another bag on
the floor in the position of the front right seat. About 10 min after the aircraft departed for the seeding area, the
property owner became concerned that he had not seen or heard the aircraft and commenced a search. He located
the wreckage some 25 min later. From the evidence available at the site, the aircraft impacted the ground at low
speed and with a high rate of descent. Some flap (probably one notch on the selection handle) was selected at
impact but whether this was a normal configuration for seeding operations could not be determined. The impact was
not survivable, the forces being sufficient to cause the pilot's inboard lap safety belt attachment bracket to fail in
overload. Examination of the seed bags indicated that one bag was probably empty of seed at impact. Nothing to
indicate a pre-existing defect in the aircraft controls or engine was found. It appears that the pilot had conducted one
seeding run and was conducting a right procedure turn to position for the next run when the accident occurred. It
was established that the pilot had received no formal training in low flying or aerial agriculture techniques. The
exact sequence of events leading to this accident could not be determined.



