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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�


3 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

198800737 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Occurrence Number: 198800737 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Port Hurd (Bathurst Island) NT 
Date: 25 November 1988 Time: 1748 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 1 
Total 0 0 0 2 

 
Aircraft Details: Beech A36   
Registration: VH-NYL   
Serial Number: E227   
Operation Type: Charter   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Darwin NT   
Departure Time: 1630   
Destination: Port Hurd NT   
 
Approved for Release: March 13th 1989 

Circumstances: 

The pilot arrived at his destination and joined the circuit. The downwind checks were completed without 
interruption and the pilot reported that he observed three green gear down lights. The final approach was normal 
except for a flickering of the alternator warning light during the flare. The pilot completed a "PUF" check on final 
approach and reported that he again observed three green lights. The aircraft touched down smoothly on the flaps, 
then the undersurface of the fuselage. Neither the pilot nor the passenger heard the gear warning horn. The gear 
selector was found to be in the gear down position and the gear actuator circuit breaker had popped. The main gear 
doors were found to be partly open as if the gear down cycle had started, however, it was reported that there were no 
scrape marks on the doors to indicate that they had dragged along the strip during the ground slide. The pilot stated 
that he did not select gear down after the aircraft had landed. During gear retraction and extension checks after the 
accident the gear was found to work normally, although the gear warning horn worked only intermittently. At the 
time the pilot flew the downwind leg of the circuit the sun would have been shining onto the instrument panel. It is 
likely that the gear down lights were illuminated by the sun which would have made it difficult for the pilot to see if 
there was a gear down indication. Having assumed that the gear down lights were on, he probably formed a false 
hypothesis that they were indeed on and did not check the gear position indicator thoroughly during his "PUF" 
check. When the warning horn failed to activate during the flare the last chance to avoid an accident was lost and 
the aircraft landed with the gear retracted. How the gear selector got into the gear down position is open to 
conjecture. This accident was not the subject of an on-site investigation. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  
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1. The pilot did not correctly complete the downwind check.  

2. The sun shinning onto the gear position indicator while the aircraft was on the downwind leg may have caused 
the gear green lights to appear to be illuminated.  

3. The pilot formed a false hypothesis that the gear was down.  

4. The pilot's "PUF" check was inadequate.  

5. The gear warning system was operating intermittently. 


