
1 
 

Aviation Safety Investigation Report 
198702413 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Auster J1B 
 
2 July 1987 



2 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

198702413 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198702413 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Winterbourne (30km NE Walcha) NSW 
Date: 2 July 1987 Time: 1130 approx 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Auster J1B   
Registration: VH-ASK   
Serial Number: AUS474FM   
Operation Type: Private (Pleasure)   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Winterbourne NSW   
Departure Time: 1130 approx   
Destination: Winterbourne NSW   
 
Approved for Release: February 22nd 1988 

Circumstances: 

The pilot was undertaking his third flight for the day, during which he completed a number of circuits and landings. 
Following a touch and go landing, the aircraft had reached a height of about 300 feet when it was seen to commence 
a turn back towards the strip. During the turn the nose dropped and the aircraft subsequently struck the ground in a 
steep nose-down attitude. Investigation revealed that there was virtually no fuel remaining in the tanks, and the that 
engine was not under power at the time of the accident. The pilot had refuelled the aircraft the day before the 
accident and he made a note of the fact that the main fuel tank was full and that the auxiliary tank was empty. He 
then flew the aircraft for 30 minutes. On the day of the accident the pilot flew a further three separate trips, 
including the accident flight, without refuelling. The total flight time for the four trips was estimated as 137 minutes 
and the calculated endurance, with the main tank full and the auxiliary empty, was 138 minutes. The pilot had 
constructed a number of emergency landing areas on his property for use in the event of an engine failure. One of 
these areas lay directly ahead of the aircraft on the centreline of the airstrip, however, the pilot did not attempt to use 
it. 


