
1 
 

Aviation Safety Investigation Report 
198401372 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bell 47-G4 
 
24 March 1984 



2 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

198401372 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198401372 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: "Burwood", 23 km W of Werris Creek NSW 
Date: 24 March 1984 Time: 
Highest Injury Level: Serious  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 1 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 1 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Bell 47-G4   
Registration: VH-UTQ   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Aerial Spraying   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: "Burwood" Property   
Departure Time: 0   
Destination: "Burwood" Property   
 
Approved for Release: 9th August, 1984 

Circumstances: 

The pilot was inspecting areas of noxious weeds to check on the results of recent spraying. The helicopter struck a 
power line which severed the bubble windscreen. The wire then contacted the pilot's throat before being cut by the 
main rotor. The helicopter struck the ground tail rotor first about 35 metres beyond the point of collision. After 
extricating himself from the wreckage, the pilot swam across a river, walked 3 kilometres to a homestead and drove 
15 kilometres for help. He was later admitted to intensive care in hospital. The pilot had been informed that there 
were power lines in the area, but was unaware of their precise location. He had conducted a survey flight prior to 
commencing the spraying operation, but had not sighted the particular cables. There was evidence to indicate that 
the helicopter had flown under the cables on at least one occasion while spraying. The cables, which spanned a 
river, were supported by poles which were 253 metres apart and which were probably outside the pilot's normal 
field of vision. 


