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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199000027 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: BP Village SA near Euchla WA
Date: 13 November 1990 Time: 1600
Highest Injury Level: Minor
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 0 0

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 1 0

Total 0 0 2 0

Aircraft Details: Cessna 172
Registration: VH-DOJ
Serial Number: 17252817
Operation Type: Private
Damage Level:  Substantial
Departure Point: Ceduna SA
Departure Time: N/A
Destination: BP Village SA

Approved for Release: 27th November 1990
Circumstances:

The flight was normal in calm conditions until about 30 minutes from the destination. At that point the pilot
encountered what he described as severe turbulence, and found maintaining control of the aircraft difficult. The pilot
reported that in the circuit area the strong turbulence persisted, with up-drafts and apparent wind shear. The
windsock had been blown away the previous night, but the pilot, using forecast winds and observations, assessed the
wind as 350/20 and made an approach for a landing into the north. Reduced flap and increased approach speed were
used to counteract the effects of the turbulence. On short final the aircraft encountered a change in wind direction,
accompanied by strong gusts and shear, causing it to swing viciously to the right. The pilot attempted to continue
the approach for landing, maintaining the aircraft's attitude with elevator and correcting for the swing using opposite
rudder, without increasing the power. The stall warning began to sound and the right hand wing dropped. The
aircraft entered a descending right hand turn, rotated through approximately 180 degrees and impacted the ground
with its right hand wing tip and nose, before rolling inverted. Local inhabitants reported that severe wind shear can
occur in this area when strong northerly winds mix with the afternoon southerly sea breeze. This accident was not
the subject of an on-scene investigation.



