Aviation Safety Investigation Report
198502510

Blanik L13

12 January 1985



2
Aviation Safety Investigation Report
198502510

Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198502510 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Tumut NSW
Date: 12 January 1985 Time: 1447
Highest Injury Level: Fatal
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 1 0 0 0

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 0

Total 1 0 0 0

Aircraft Details: Blanik L13
Registration: VH-GBT

Serial Number:

Operation Type: Training - Student Solo
Damage Level:  Destroyed

Departure Point: Tumut NSW
Departure Time: 1447

Destination: Tumut NSW

Approved for Release: 4th July, 1985
Circumstances:

Following a dual check and a short solo flight, the pilot was authorised to conduct a soaring flight of not more than
one hour's duration. The glider was subsequently launched from an aerotow after take-off into a light northerly
wind. It was observed soaring in the vicinity of the aerodrome within an estimated height band of 3000 to 6000 feet
above ground level. During the flight the wind on the ground changed to become a gusty south-westerly at about 10
to 15 knots. The shade temperature was 36 degrees celsius and localised areas of turbulence were reported by other
pilots. The pilot did not return for a landing for approximately two hours, despite the pre-flight briefing. When he
returned, the aircraft was positioned for a landing into the north, apparently without reference to the changed wind
conditions. During final approach the glider was seen to pitch down into an almost vertical dive. It struck the ground
some 200 metres before the strip threshold and came to rest inverted. Subsequent examination of the wreckage did
not reveal any defect or malfunction that might have affected the pilot's ability to safely control the aircraft. It was
apparent that the glider had been in a normal wings level approach configuration immediately before the pitch-down
which occurred at a height of about 100 feet above ground level. It was considered possible that the aircraft could
have been affected by turbulence, or that the pilot may have suffered from heat stress and fatigue. However,
insufficient evidence was available to enable the precise factors in the occurrence to be determined.



