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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198801409 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Point Cook VIC
Date: 4 December 1988 Time: 1215
Highest Injury Level: Nil
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 1 1

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 1

Total 0 0 0 2

Aircraft Details: Auster 3-F
Registration: VH-BCG
Serial Number: A11-40
Operation Type: Private
Damage Level:  Substantial
Departure Point: Point Cook VIC
Departure Time: N/A
Destination: Point Cook VIC

Approved for Release: February 28th 1989
Circumstances:

The pilot had been practising circuits and landings in light and variable wind conditions using the 170 degree grass
strip. He made an approach for a practice short field landing with full flaps selected at an approach speed of 38
knots (stall speed in that configuration is 25 knots). The pilot said that as he approached the ground the rate of
descent was high so he let the airspeed increase to 40 knots to initiate the flare. Rate of descent was still too high so
he applied power. The aircraft landed in the three point attitude. The pilot described the landing as heavier than he
would have liked. The aircraft did not bounce but ran straight and then started to sag on the right side. The right
main gear diagonal brace had broken and the remainder of the structure gradually bent under the weight of the
aircraft. The pilot steered the aircraft off the grass to the right and stopped. The broken diagonal brace was inspected
and was found to have failed due to overload. The pilot advised that the main landing gear bungees were not the
normal ones used on the Auster. They were in fact of a type that is fitted to the Piper Pawnee. The reason for this
was that the correct ones for the Auster were not available at one stage so it was common practice to use the type
fitted to the Pawnee. The effect was that the main landing gear was much stiffer. This was considered a possible
factor in the failure of the diagonal brace. It was also determined that the pilot had not made any short field landings
for some time. It was for that reason that he decided to practice a short field landing. This accident was not the
subject of an on-scene investigation.

Significant Factors:
1. During a practice short field landing the pilot allowed the aircraft to touch down heavily.

2. The heavy touchdown caused the right main landing gear to collapse.
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3. The main landing gear was fitted with non standard bungees which resulted in the landing gear structure being
stiffer than it normally would be. This would have resulted in less flexing during touchdown and may therefore have

been a factor in this accident.

4. The pilot was not in current practice with short field landings.



