Aviation Safety Investigation Report
198700720

Pegase 101A

2 February 1987



2
Aviation Safety Investigation Report
198700720

Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198700720

Location:
Date:

Waikerie SA
2 February 1987

Highest Injury Level: Serious

Injuries:

Aircraft Details:
Registration:
Serial Number:
Operation Type:
Damage Level:

Departure Point:

Departure Time:
Destination:

Fatal
Crew 0
Ground O
Passenger 0
Total 0

Pegase 101A
VH-HDJ

Private-Gliding
Destroyed
Waikerie SA
1527

Waikerie SA

Approved for Release: March 2nd 1987

Circumstances:

Occurrence Type: Accident

Time: 1527
Serious Minor  None
1 0 0
0 0 -
0 0 0
1 0 0

The glider was being launched via an aero-tow. It became airborne after a short ground run and climbed to a higher
than normal altitude. The pilot attempted to correct the situation but the glider bounced twice on the strip, breaking
off the tail skid. As the glider climbed away it continued to oscillate in a position above the tug aircraft. The tow
rope was released when the glider was about 120 feet above ground level and the pilot, believing that there was
insufficient runway remaining to land, attempted to turn back for a landing on the strip. During the turn the glider
entered a spin subsequently striking the ground in a nose low attitude. The pilot was inexperienced on the aircraft
type, having not flown the type for about two months. On the day there was a gusty wind blowing and it was the
opinion of experienced local pilots that a landing straight ahead after rope release would have been possible.



