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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198503546 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Black Reef (80km NNE of Hamilton Is) QLD 
Date: 12 December 1985 Time: 856 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 1 2 2 0 
Total 1 2 3 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Bell 206L-1   
Registration: VH-HIL   
Serial Number:    

Operation Type: Charter(Carriage of 
Passengers)   

Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Hamilton Island QLD   
Departure Time: 0856   
Destination: Black Reef QLD   
 
Approved for Release: January 12th 1987 

Circumstances: 

Four helicopters had been arranged to transport twenty one Hamilton Island resort guests to Black Reef for a boat 
cruise. At Black Reef the helicopters were to be parked on a pontoon, which had recently been marked to 
accommodate three helicopters at the one time. The first helicopter to arrive (a Bell 222, VH-HIA) was parked in 
the centre position, then shut down with the rotor blades positioned along the fore and aft axis of the aircraft. The 
second to arrive was parked to the left of VH-HIA and shut down. The third helicopter landed and after off-loading 
passengers proceeded to a nearby smaller pontoon. The fourth helicopter (Bell 206, VH-HIL) arrived, parked, and 
as the pilot selected idle power he noticed that the forward rotor blade of the adjacent helicopter was moving 
towards the rotor arc of his own aircraft. The rotors became entangled and VH-HIL turned violently through 180 
degrees. During the manoeuvre two passengers were ejected from VH-HIL and the main rotor, the mast, and a 
section of the roof, were torn from the aircraft. The pontoon had been marked about four weeks prior to the accident 
to allow the parking of three helicopters. Both VH-HIA and VH-HIL had been aligned by the pilots with the 
guidance marks. The investigation determined that with VH-HIA parked in the centre position, insufficient space 
was available to meet the published requirements to allow a Bell 206 type helicopter to be taxied to and parked on 
the pontoon. An inspection of VH-HIA found that the rotor brake was not in the 'park' position, nor were the rotor 
blades secured in any other way. The company had verbally briefed all Bell 222 pilots on the requirements to place 
the rotor brake in the 'park' position when the aircraft was parked on the pontoon. When the aircraft was parked at 
locations other than on the pontoon, the rotor brake was not normally placed in the 'park' position. On this occasion 
the pilot forgot to place the rotor brake in the 'park' position. 

 


