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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199000030 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Lake Evella NT 
Date: 7 December 1990 Time: 950 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 4 
Total 0 0 0 5 

 
Aircraft Details: Cessna 210K   
Registration: VH-MJD   
Serial Number: 21059428   
Operation Type: Charter   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Ngukurr NT   
Departure Time: 830   
Destination: Lake Evella NT   
 
Approved for Release: 6th February 1991 

Circumstances: 

The pilot, who was conducting a VFR charter flight, advised that the destination conditions were fine with a north-
westerly wind of 15 to 20 knots. Runway 26, the runway in use, is 983 metres long with 0.5 percent downhill slope 
at the western end, and has a loose gravel surface. During the approach the pilot selected 10 degrees of flap, but 
further flap selections were unsuccessful. The approach was then continued using the 10 degree flap configuration 
crossing the runway threshold, 80-100 feet above ground level, at 80 knots. While flaring for the landing the pilot 
believed that the wind veered, to a tailwind component and caused the aircraft to float further than anticipated. The 
aircraft touched down well into the runway and the pilot applied maximum braking, but traction was poor. The pilot 
then pushed forward on the control column in the belief that this would prevent the aircraft from becoming airborne, 
and improve the nosewheel steering. With the subsequent reduction of weight on the mainwheels, and assisted by a 
flap setting producing lift, the aircraft would have "wheelbarrowed" along the remainder of the airstrip, which was 
now downhill. With approximately 100-150 metres of runway remaining, the pilot realised that there was now 
insufficient runway length available in which to stop or attempt a go-around. The aircraft crossed the end of the 
runway at about 30 knots and entered a ditch, located approximately 50 metres further on, causing the nose leg to 
collapse. The aircraft came to rest 70 metres from the end of the runway on its propeller and left hand wingtip. This 
accident was not the subject of an on-scene investigation. 


