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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198901558 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 15 km N of Wonthaggi VIC 
Date: 27 October 1989 Time: 833 
Highest Injury Level: Serious  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 4 2 0 
Total 0 4 3 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Cessna 414A   
Registration: VH-SDV   
Serial Number: 414A0261   
Operation Type: Charter   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Essendon VIC   
Departure Time: 0807   
Destination: Port Welshpool VIC   
 
Approved for Release: 27th September 1990 

Circumstances: 

The pilot reported that whilst enroute from Essendon to Wonthaggi he descended to the lowest safe altitude of 3600 
feet above sea level, lowered the landing gear, reduced power and airspeed to counter the effect of turbulence and 
entered a holding pattern to the south south west of the Wonthaggi navigation aid. During the holding pattern the 
aircraft descended until it collided with trees that were 865 feet above sea level. The weather at the time included 
gale force winds, rain and low cloud. There were no thunderstorms or microbursts in the area, however, other 
aircraft reported a very low cloud base and severe turbulence. A few minutes prior to the accident ground witnesses, 
south south west of the accident site, reported an aircraft matching the description of VH-SDV, flying below a low, 
misty, ragged cloud base. There was no record of another aircraft in the area at the time. Information was available 
which indicated that the aircraft had descended below 3600 feet during the approach to Wonthaggi. The passengers 
reported that the pilot gave no indication of any problem or danger. Until the impact, they believed the aircraft was 
descending normally for a landing at Port Welshpool. No aircraft defects were found which may have been factors 
in the accident. The investigation indicates that the pilot attempted to fly under the low cloud base, in order to reach 
the Port Welshpool destination where weather conditions were earlier reported to have been partially sunny. Port 
Welshpool is not serviced by an approved navigation aid. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  

1. The pilot attempted to descend below the cloud base, hoping to achieve visual flight conditions to continue to his 
destination. 


