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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198902551 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Camden Airport NSW 
Date: 18 April 1989 Time: 1358 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 2 2 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 2 

 
Aircraft Details: Piper PA 23   
Registration: VH BOC   
Serial Number: 27 7854059   
Operation Type: Aerial Work   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Bankstown NSW   
Departure Time: 1330 approx.   
Destination: Bankstown NSW   
 
Approved for Release: 8th December 1989 

Circumstances: 

The pilot who was flying the aircraft occupied the left seat. He was being endorsed on type and it was his second 
flight in the aircraft. After DEPARTURE from Bankstown the aircraft was flown via the training area to Camden 
where it was intended to conduct circuit training. On the second circuit, the landing gear was reported to have 
extended normally and an indication of three green lights obtained. During the ground roll, following a normal 
landing, and before the instructor called for the pilot to continue with the touch-and-go, the right wing began to 
settle as the right main gear retracted. The instructor took control and brought the aircraft to a halt on the runway. 
Both the left main and nose gear legs remained fully extended. He said that he selected the gear lever to the down 
position when the right wing commenced to drop. An examination revealed the right main gear jack upper 
attachment had detached. It indicated the down side of the jack was pressurised whilst there was weight on the 
wheel and the overcentre lock was not made. This is consistent with the landing gear having been momentarily 
selected up during the landing roll and then selected down again. No mechanical defects were discovered during 
repairs to the aircraft which might have resulted in inadvertent gear retraction. The instructor had briefed the pilot 
under going training that he, the instructor would raise the flaps during the ground roll on touch-and-go landings. 
The PA 23 aircraft has the flap selector on the left side of the throttle quadrant and the landing gear selector on the 
right side; the reverse layout of most light aircraft equipped with retractable gear. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factor was considered relevant to the development of the accident  

1. The reason for the retraction of the right main gear was not positively established. But the most probable 
explanation is that the instructor mistakenly selected the gear up instead of flaps during the touch-and-go landing. 


