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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198702598 Occurrence Type: Incident 
Location: Merimbula NSW 
Date: 28 March 1987 Time: 1200 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Cessna 310 R   
Registration: VH-FFA   
Serial Number:    

Operation Type: Aerial Work 
(Demonstration)   

Damage Level: Minor   
Departure Point: Merimbula NSW   
Departure Time: N/K   
Destination: Merimbula NSW   
 
Approved for Release: June 2nd 1987 

Circumstances: 

The aircraft was engaged in a demonstration of the dropping of emergency equipment from low altitude over the 
sea. This demonstration was being performed for the benefit of television news media personnel. The emergency 
equipment was contained in a bag which was connected to the aircraft by a static line. On the particular dropping 
run, the static line became entangled in the spreader bars of a sea anchor which had been packed in the bag. The 
entanglement prevented the bag from being opened, and it then swung below the aircraft before rising, passing 
above the horizontal stabiliser and striking the side of the fin and rudder. The static line was cut by the Assistant 
Dropmaster and the bag fell free. The aircraft remained under control and a safe landing was subsequently carried 
out. There had been no provision made to secure the anchor spreader bars to prevent their inadvertent deployment. 
As there had been no other recorded instances of the bars fouling the static line, it was probable that the bag had 
been incorrectly packed. This may have been related to distractions caused by the film crew during the packing 
sequence. There had also been no provision made to prevent the static line from blowing behind the bag during the 
deployment sequence. During the investigation, the pilot claimed that an underlying cause of the incident was 
harassment by Department of Aviation officers. This harassment included lack of advice and assistance in the 
development of the emergency dropping equipment, together with unnecessary restrictions being placed on the 
operation. Detailed interviews conducted with the crew of the aircraft established that all members of the team 
performed normally on the day. There were no major procedural variations introduced for the particular 
demonstration, and the operation had been performed successfully in the past. An assessment of the evidence 
obtained concluded that the alleged harassment was not a factor in the incident. 


