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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198700740 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Adelaide SA 
Date: 8 August 1987 Time: 730 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 9 
Total 0 0 0 10 

 
Aircraft Details: Cessna 402-B   
Registration:    
Serial Number: 402B0028   

Operation Type: Supplementary Airline 
(Passenger)   

Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Adelaide SA   
Departure Time: 0730   
Destination: Penneshaw SA   
 
Approved for Release: March 14th 1988 

Circumstances: 

Upon arrival at Penneshaw the pilot did not obtain a gear down and locked indication for the right main gear. 
Several alternative methods were tried but a safe indication could not be obtained. During a flypast, another pilot on 
the ground observed the aircraft with the aid of binoculars and reported that the gear appeared to be down. During 
the landing roll the pilot felt the right gear start to collapse. He decided to go-around and fly back to Adelaide where 
better facilities were available. Several more attempts were made to lock the gear in the down position, but to no 
avail. During the subsequent landing the right gear collapsed at about 30 knots and the aircraft slid a further 212 
metres before coming to rest on a taxiway off the right side of the runway. Examination revealed that the lower and 
centre drag link brace joints had been excessively tightened. This was probably done in an attempt to eliminate 
excessive side movement in the joint, caused by wear. It was also revealed that the centre brass bushings were found 
to be shorter than the steel outer bushings, which allowed the lugs to squeeze in onto the brace when the 
overtorqueing took place. The resultant abnormally high friction caused the push-pull rod to bend thus preventing 
the gear from extending to the fully locked down position. 


