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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198601422 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Ascot (12 km North Ballarat) VIC 
Date: 09 June 1986 Time: 1731 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 5 
Total 0 0 0 6 

 
Aircraft Details: Cessna 210 L   
Registration: VH-SRJ   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Private (Travel)   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Mildura VIC   
Departure Time: 1602   
Destination: Ballarat VIC   
 
Approved for Release: July 30th 1986 

Circumstances: 

The pilot's flight plan indicated that he would reach his destination 20 minutes before last light. During the flight 
this estimate was amended to 7 minutes before last light. As the enroute weather was satisfactory, the pilot 
proceeded as planned. However, about 10 kilometres from the aerodrome, rain showers and deteriorating visibility 
were encountered and the pilot did not consider it safe to continue. There was insufficient daylight remaining to 
reach the planned alternate aerodrome, and the pilot elected to carry out a precautionary landing on a sealed stretch 
of road. The aircraft touched down normally, but then began to drift to the right. A go-around was initiated, but the 
tailplane struck a fence post. The force of this impact almost tore the tail section from the aircraft. The pilot felt the 
impact but was unaware of the extent of the damage until after he had landed the aircraft in the adjoining paddock. 
The road on which the pilot had attempted to land was narrow, and the approach had been made in crosswind 
conditions. The pilot had limited experience on the type and had been unable to maintain directional control under 
the existing conditions. 


