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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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This accident was not formally investigated by the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 198902540 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: "Millawa" 40 km west of Condobolin NSW
Date: 3 February 1989 Time: 1704
Highest Injury Level: Nil
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 1 1

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 1

Aircraft Details: Beech 95-C55
Registration: VH-CFS

Serial Number: TE-397
Operation Type: Charter

Damage Level:  Substantial
Departure Point: Menindee NSW
Departure Time: 1543
Destination: Condobolin NSW

Approved for Release: 4th April 1991
Circumstances:

The pilot was involved in the management of the company. He had intended that the proposed flight be conducted
in a Beech 58 by a company pilot. However, due to circumstances, he found he had to do the trip himself. Due to
maintenance problems, VH-CFS was substituted for the Beech 58. This resulted in the flight departing for Menindee
some two hours behind schedule. On the return flight, after some inflight calculations, the pilot realised that he had
based his fuel calculations on the Beech 58 endurance and not on the Beech 55. He estimated that he would be able
to reach Condobolin with only about twenty minutes fuel remaining. He advised that this was the only aerodrome
within range with fuel available. Near top of descent, at 10,000 feet, the left main tank ran dry. The pilot then ran
both engines from the right main tank. About six minutes later while passing 7000 feet on descent, the right main
tank ran dry. The pilot feathered both propellers, with the intention of making an emergency landing into a nearby
field. When he selected the landing gear down, the motor only ran for a short time, leaving him insufficient time to
complete the extension manually. The aircraft struck three sheep just prior to touchdown, then slid to a halt in the
field.



