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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199102503 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Cairns QLD 
Date: 03 January 1991 Time: N/K 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 1 0 0 0 
Total 2 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Cessna 182-P   
Registration: VH-BLX   
Serial Number: 18261480   
Operation Type: Private   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Tully QLD   
Departure Time: 1550   
Destination: Cooktown QLD   
 
Approved for Release: 10th July 1991 

Circumstances: 

The pilot of VH-BLX had planned to fly from Tully direct to Cooktown via Cairns. However, due to unsuitable 
inland weather the pilot changed the planned route before DEPARTURE to fly coastal at 1000 feet. The pilot 
reported DEPARTURE from abeam Dunk Island. He was later cleared to transit the Cairns control zone at 1000 
feet, tracking initially from False Cape, (nine kilometres east of the aerodrome), to the control tower. As the aircraft 
was approaching the control tower from the east at 1000 feet, a Boeing 737 aircraft VH-CZL was approaching from 
the south at 2000 feet. VH-CZL overflew the control tower before being instructed to turn right and then make a left 
circuit for runway 15. The pilot of VH-BLX reported sighting the jet, and was instructed to pass behind it. VH-BLX 
was then instructed to turn further right, to ensure that the flight path of VH-BLX would be to the east of the jet's 
flight path. After the pilot of VH-CZL had been given a landing clearance VH-BLX was instructed to turn left and 
was given the choice to track coastal or direct to Cooktown. The pilot was asked to report passing Double Island, 17 
kilometres north-west of the airport. This was acknowledged by the pilot. The aircraft was last seen from the control 
tower tracking west towards Yorkeys Knob, eight kilometres to the north. No further transmissions were heard from 
VH-BLX, and an extensive search failed to locate the aircraft. The pilots body was found three days later in the 
entrance to Cairns harbour. An oil slick was seen south of Double Island on the same day but it could not be 
confirmed that it was from the missing aircraft. A trawler has since reported netting an object south of Double 
Island which may have been the aircraft wreckage. The object was lost from the nets before it could be identified. 
Aircraft components have since been found in trawler nets at the same position, including the propeller and a 
section of wing structure. The structure shows evidence of being subjected to extreme impact forces. A search of the 
location has been conducted by Water Police without any success. This accident was not the subject of an on-scene 
investigation. 


