Aviation Safety Investigation Report
198803446

Cessna 337-C

25 March 1988



2
Aviation Safety Investigation Report
198803446

Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198803446 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Boigu Island QLD
Date: 25 March 1988 Time: 1615
Highest Injury Level: Nil
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 1 1

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 1

Aircraft Details: Cessna 337-C
Registration: VH-EGX

Serial Number: 337-0823
Operation Type: Charter

Damage Level:  Substantial
Departure Point: Boigu Island QLD
Departure Time: 1615
Destination: Horn Island QLD

Approved for Release: October 31st 1988
Circumstances:

There had been rain on the strip and the surface was damp with muddy patches. A witness observed the aircraft
become airborne after one half to three quarters of the strip length and climb to 5-7 metres above ground level. The
witness looked away at this point but when he checked a short time later the aircraft had disappeared. The wreckage
was located some 300 metres beyond the end of the strip in a tidal mangrove swamp. The pilot, who had limited
experience in bush operations, reported that the first indication he had that all was not normal was when he crossed
the upwind end of the strip at a height lower than expected. From this point on, the aircraft slowly descended into
the mangroves. He did not detect any abnormality with the aircraft or its engines before or during the takeoff. An
examination of the engines revealed that one and possibly both magnetos on the rear engine were not functioning
correctly at impact. This would have reduced the aircraft's performance in the manner described by the pilot. The
condition of the strip, coupled with the pilot's low experience level, could have reduced the prospect of him
detecting a loss of performance much earlier than he did whether the magneto failure(s) occurred before or after
liftoff. This occurrence was not the subject of an on-site investigation.

Significant Factors:
The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident

1. One or possibly both magnetos on the rear engine ceased functioning correctly at some point after the
commencement of the takeoff roll.

2. The pilot was unable to maintain flying speed. A possible factor is that the wet strip coupled with the pilot's low
experience in operations from bush strips served to mask the power loss from the pilot's attention.



