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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198902531 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Bankstown Airport NSW 
Date: 8 January 1989 Time: 728 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 1 

 
Aircraft Details: Cessna 210-M   
Registration: VH-HHJ   
Serial Number: 21061942   
Operation Type: Private   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Bankstown NSW   
Departure Time: 0645   
Destination: Hoxton Park NSW   
 
Approved for Release: 14th March 1990 

Circumstances: 

On DEPARTURE from Bankstown, the landing gear retracted normally. On selection of gear down in the circuit at 
Hoxton Park, the pilot could not obtain a green gear down light. He observed that the maingear appeared to be fully 
extended. He carried out the manual extension procedures as set out by the manufacturer, but was still unable to 
obtain a green light. He returned to Bankstown where an inspection from the tower and engineering advice indicated 
that all three legs appeared down and locked, although the nosegear forward doors had not closed. The pilot made a 
normal landing on the mainwheels, holding the nosewheel off for a short distance, and then gently lowering it as 
speed reduced. Soon after contact with the runway, the nosegear collapsed. The investigation disclosed that the 
retractable step hinge point was rusty with no sign of lubrication, and the retract cable was found to be tight in its 
outer cable. The retraction cable had also formed a loop within the nosewheel well, and it was this loop which had 
fouled the downlock mechanism, preventing the nose gear from locking down. During retraction tests it was noted 
that the step remained in the retract position even with the gear down and locked. The step should normally extend 
and retract with the nose gear. The aircraft had a history of landing gear defects and maintenance organisations 
which had worked on the aircraft seemed unaware of the correct performance and operation of the retractable step. 
The overall standard of landing gear maintenance and lubrication was inadequate. This accident was not the subject 
of a formal on scene investigation. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  

1. Inadequate maintenance of the landing gear system.  

2. Inadequate preflight inspection of aircraft by pilot. 


