
1 
 

Aviation Safety Investigation Report 
198300084 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Resurgam MkII 
 
11 August 1983 



2 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

198300084 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198300084 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Logan Reserve, near Loganlea QLD 
Date: 11 August 1983 Time: 803 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Resurgam MkII   
Registration: N/A   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Sport Aviation - Test Flight   
Damage Level: Destroyed   

Departure Point: 7 km WNW of Beenleigh 
QLD   

Departure Time: 0803   

Destination: 7 km WNW of Beenleigh 
QLD   

 
Approved for Release: 6th June, 1984 

Circumstances: 

The aircraft had previously suffered from aileron flutter and a new set of wings had been constructed and installed. 
Although the problem of flutter had been removed the aircraft then flew slightly right wing low. A trim tab was 
fitted and the subject flight undertaken to check its setting. Initial engine running and flight after take-off were 
normal until the aircraft was on the downwind leg of the circuit. The engine speed was heard to reduce and the 
aircraft settled into a glide descent. The left wing struck a tree and the aircraft landed heavily on its left wheel and 
wing tip. The wing separated at its root and the aircraft bounced, landing again on its left side 25 metres further on. 
Specialist examination of the aircraft indicated that the fuel primer bulb in the engine fuel line had a valve installed 
incorrectly. Under certain orientation conditions the valve could prevent an adequate fuel flow for continued engine 
operation. The fuel system layout was such that the position of the primer bulb could vary after handling between 
flights. As the engine was either stopped or running at idle power at the time of ground impact, the fuel flow is 
believed to have been restricted, causing engine fuel starvation. No other engine or airframe defects were found. 
Calculations showed that flutter would not have occurred in the re-designed ailerons and no evidence of flutter was 
found in the wreckage. When faced with a forced landing in moderately treed terrain, the pilot had misjudged his 
distance from a tree and was unable to regain control of the aircraft in the height available. 


