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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198801387 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Whitemore TAS 
Date: 30 March 1988 Time: 1750 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 1 
Total 0 0 0 2 

 
Aircraft Details: Transavia PL12   
Registration: VH-MYH   
Serial Number: G893   
Operation Type: Private   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Oatlands TAS   
Departure Time: 1720   
Destination: Whitemore TAS   
 
Approved for Release: November 8th 1988 

Circumstances: 

Agricultural operations had finished for the day and the pilot and his loader driver had filled the two inboard fuel 
tanks prior to the 30 minute ferry flight back to home base. For agricultural operations a full inboard tank equates to 
at least one hour's endurance. Approximately one hour elapsed between the time the aircraft was refuelled and when 
the engine was started for the ferry flight back to home base. During that time the aircraft was parked on a 
significant slope and unknown to the pilot, fuel had transferred from the high wing to the low wing, even though the 
pilot had positioned the fuel selector to prevent this occurring. Because of an unserviceable alternator and low 
battery power, the engine had to be started by the use of jumper leads. Approaching the destination, the engine 
failed due to fuel starvation. The pilot changed tanks and activated the high prime which probably did not work 
because of the state of the battery. The engine failed to restart, and the aircraft touched down just short of the strip 
that the pilot was intending to land on. It then ran through a fence and gorse hedge causing substantial damage to the 
stub wings. The pilot discovered after landing that the right inboard tank, which had been selected during refuelling 
and for the ferry flight, was empty. However, the left inboard tank was full and there was also a significant amount 
of fuel in the left outboard tank which had been empty at the time of refuelling. Tests conducted showed that the 
fuel selector was faulty, allowing fuel to transfer from the high inboard tank to the lower inboard tank. Non-return 
valves were not fitted in the fuel supply lines to the selector. Fuel transfer was also possible between the left inboard 
and outboard tanks via the fuel vent line between the two, with the aircraft parked laterally across a significant 
slope. It was also established that the pilot did not physically check the fuel in each tank before start-up, nor did he 
check the fuel indicators in flight. At the time of the engine failure he had not commenced prelanding checks. 


