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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�


3 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

198602308 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Occurrence Number: 198602308 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Lennox Head NSW 
Date: 02 February 1986 Time: 925 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 2 
Total 0 0 0 3 

 
Aircraft Details: Piper PA28-140   
Registration: VH-WKE   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Private (Travel)   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Port Macquarie NSW   
Departure Time: 0925   
Destination: Coolangatta QLD   
 
Approved for Release: January 16th 1987 

Circumstances: 

While the aircraft was cruising at 2000 feet above mean sea level the engine commenced to run roughly. Trouble 
checks failed to determine the source of rough running and the pilot elected to land at an enroute aerodrome. 
However before reaching this strip, the engine lost power completely and the pilot was committed to a forced 
landing. Because of crowds at an adjacent beach, the pilot attempted to land on a road. Touchdown was further 
along the road than expected because of a strong tailwind component, and the aircraft collided with a kerb before 
coming to rest. Investigation revealed that nuts on the various bolts and studs securing the number 3 cylinder to the 
crankcase had evidently not been correctly tightened. Five of the eight mounting studs/bolts had failed from fatigue 
during normal operations, finally allowing the cylinder to become loose. The engine had completed 83 hours time in 
service since an overhaul. There was no logbook record to show whether the particular cylinder had been removed 
or replaced since that overhaul. 


