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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198803449 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Aspley, Brisbane QLD 
Date: 17 April 1988 Time: 703 
Highest Injury Level: Minor  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 1 4 
Total 0 0 1 5 

 

Aircraft Details: Cameron N-105 (Hot Air 
Balloon)   

Registration: VH-XPO   
Serial Number: 1686   
Operation Type: Charter (Passengers)   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Davies Park, Brisbane QLD   
Departure Time: 0632   
Destination: Aspley, Brisbane QLD   
 
Approved for Release: 6 August 1988 

Circumstances: 

The balloon was launched in a south-westerly wind of about 10 knots. About 20 minutes after take-off the 
windspeed had increased to about 15 knots, and the pilot decided to land in the grounds of the Aspley High School. 
As the balloon passed over a small hill it climbed to about 400 feet above ground level. It had then descended to 
about 150 feet, when the pilot noticed telegraph lines ahead. He ignited both burners for 12 seconds and it became 
evident that the basket would only just clear the lines. At the same instant he noticed powerlines some five metres 
above the telegraph lines. With impact imminent, the pilot instructed the passengers to crouch down and hold on to 
the handholds. Both burners were turned off and he began deflating the balloon. Following the collision with the 
powerlines, the lines and seven of the twelve flying wires of the balloon melted. This resulted in the basket hanging 
at a 45 degree angle to the horizontal. The basket and balloon struck the ground some 250 metres from the lines, 
bounced, and finally came to rest after sliding a further 40 metres. 

Significant Factors: 

It was considered that the following factors were relevant to the development of the accident  

1. The wind strength was unfavourable for balloon flights.  

2. Orographic sink in the lee of a small hill prevented ascent.  

3. The pilot saw the powerlines too late to avoid the collision.  
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4. Visibility was poor, the wires were camouflaged against a grey, low cloud base, and the power poles were 
partially hidden by large trees. 


