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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198901573 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Belgrave South VIC 
Date: 11 March 1989 Time: 1755 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 1 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 1 0 

 

Aircraft Details: Airborne Windsports "The 
Osprey"   

Registration: N/A   
Serial Number: N/A   
Operation Type: Private   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Belgrave South VIC   
Departure Time: 1745   
Destination: Belgrave South VIC   
 
Approved for Release: 5th June 1990 

Circumstances: 

The pilot had not previously flown at the site and decided to make a short solo first, prior to taking a friend for a 
flight. Because of the strip slope he took off downhill and landed uphill. The wind conditions were light and 
variable. Satisfied with the site and the conditions he then strapped the passenger into the rear seat. The passenger 
wore a helmet amd was briefed on avoiding contact with the foot throttle. Take off was made downhill again and 
the machine was flown around the area for a few minutes. A landing approach was then made but on descending to 
about 30 feet the pilot realised that he would be unable to stop before the fence at the far end of the strip. Full 
throttle was applied for a go around. The terrain beyond the end of the strip sloped uphill and the pilot realised he 
was going to have trouble clearing the trees ahead. A left turn was initiated, but the aircraft collided with trees 
before descending steeply to the ground. Examination of the engine revealed that the throttle cable assembly was 
incorrectly adjusted and because of this it was not possible to obtain full power. The two carburettors were each 
fitted with a foam air filter. These were aged and heavily contaminated with dust and oil, which further reduced the 
amount of engine power available. The filters were mounted at right angles to the air stream and had been 
permanently deformed. For aircraft of this type there are no standards in terms of strip length required or climb out 
gradient. The go around flight path required clearance of terrain that was steep and tree covered. This type of 
machine, which has been built and sold in Australia for some time, was not approved for operation with two persons 
on board. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  
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1. Selection of an operating site which required clearance of trees and rising terrain in an overshoot situation.  

2. Less than full engine power available because of an incorrectly adjusted throttle cable and the physical condition 
of the air filters.  

3. The pilot misjudged the landing approach.  

4. Insufficient aircraft performance available to clear terrain beyond the strip. 

Reccomendations: 

1. Consideration be given by the Civil Aviation Authority and Australian Ultralight Federation to the issue of simple 
guidelines for strip standards for use in these class of machines. This should include standards for length and 
maximum slope for take off/landing areas, as well as for approach and climb out clearance paths. 


