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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199000097 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Admiralty Gulf (120 km West Kalumburu) WA 
Date: 11 August 1990 Time: 1500 
Highest Injury Level: Minor  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 1 1 
Total 0 0 1 2 

 

Aircraft Details: Consolidated Aeronauticas 
Inc. LA4   

Registration: VH-LAK   
Serial Number: 54   
Operation Type: Private   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Admiralty Gulf WA   
Departure Time: N/A   
Destination: Drysdale Station WA   
 
Approved for Release: 10th October 1990 

Circumstances: 

The sea state for takeoff was moderate with a 35 centimetre chop. As the aircraft approached 40 knots, it struck a 
wave and bounced into the air. When the aircraft settled back onto the water it was yawed to the left and this caused 
it to slide sideways into another wave. The engine and its support pylon broke off at the fuselage. The aircraft sank 
shortly after coming to a stop. All occupants evacuated successfully. The pilot reported that the yaw was probably 
induced when the left hand float entered a wave. He was unable to realign the aircraft before it collided with the 
second wave. The force of the impact although it did not feel severe, caused the engine and pylon to break off. The 
rear seat passenger seated on the left hand side, was injured when the sash seat belt anchor point was torn from the 
aircraft. The sash seat belt upper anchor points, are also the anchor point for the engine pod bracing wires. As the 
engine pod and support collapsed to the right, the left hand bracing wire and anchor block were pulled from the 
fuselage, tensioning the left sash belt and pulling the passenger's head into the fuselage structure. 

Reccomendations: 

The Bureau conducted an examination of the seat belt anchor point failure.  

1. It is recommended that the Manufacturer redesign the seat belt anchor point so that it is separate from the engine 
pod bracing wire anchor point. 


