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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199102528 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Nithsdale Station 90 km SW McKinlay QLD
Date: 28 April 1991 Time: 930
Highest Injury Level: Fatal
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 1 0 0 0

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 0

Total 1 0 0 0

Aircraft Details: Robinson R22-Beta
Registration: VH-JXV

Serial Number: 1389

Operation Type: Private

Damage Level:  Destroyed
Departure Point: Mount Isa QLD
Departure Time: N/K

Destination: Unknown

Approved for Release: 17th September 1991
Circumstances:

On the day before the accident, the pilot had been mustering cattle on Cukadoo Station which is the neighbouring
property to Nithsdale. The owner of Cukadoo had accompanied the pilot during the mustering operation, which was
close to the accident site. The pilot had flown over a single-wire powerline several times during the day, and
remarked that he would have to be careful of the powerlines. This was a spur line which joined the main line (which
the helicopter struck) at right angles, approximately 1.4 km from the accident site. Late in the afternoon the pilot
flew to Mt Isa, where he remained overnight, with the intention of returning to his own property in the Northern
Territory the next day. During the evening he had telephoned the owner of Mt Ryde Station west of Longreach,
where he had cattle on agistment. The cattle were being driven to another property in the Northern Territory
recently purchased by the pilot. The pilot was told that some of the cattle were still at Mt Ryde and he became very
concerned. The pilot said he would come down to Mt Ryde to resolve the matter. At about 0930 the next morning
the sound of a helicopter was heard passing near Cukadoo homestead 200 km southeast of Mt Isa at very low
altitude. Initially it appeared that the helicopter was going to land there, but the noise receded towards the southeast
without the helicopter being sighted. About 5 minutes later the electricity supply to the homestead failed. Later in
the day the wreckage of the helicopter was discovered by linesmen who were investigating the cause of the
electrical supply failure. The helicopter had struck the Single Wire Earth Return (SWER) 19 Kilovolt line 9.5 km
southeast of Cukadoo homestead. The wire was struck approximately mid-span between supporting poles 400 m
apart, and about 7.5 m above ground level. The line was aligned approximately at right angles to the south-easterly
flight path of the helicopter. The wire impacted the nose of the helicopter at about floor level, causing the helicopter
to pitch nose-down, and the main rotor to sever the tail boom. The helicopter then impacted the ground and burned.
Wreckage distribution indicated that the helicopter may have been at cruising speed at the time of impact with the
wire. The location of the accident was approximately on track between Mt Isa and Mt Ryde. The powerline was in
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flat open grassland which could cause the poles to blend with the background. At the time of the accident the
weather was fine, but there was a 10 to 15 knot south-easterly wind, and it appears that the pilot may have been
flying at low level in an attempt to conserve fuel. There were no mechanical defects discovered which may have led
to the development of the accident.

Significant Factors:
The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident
1. The helicopter was being flown at an extremely low height.

2. The pilot failed to see or avoid the powerline.



