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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198701432 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Lilydale VIC
Date: 2 April 1987 Time: 1320
Highest Injury Level: Nil
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 1 1

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 1

Aircraft Details: Eiri Avion Pik 20-E
Registration: VH-MQN

Serial Number: 20298

Operation Type: Private (Gliding)
Damage Level:  Substantial
Departure Point: Lilydale VIC
Departure Time: 1255

Destination: Lilydale VIC

Approved for Release: August 14th 1987
Circumstances:

The particular aircraft is a glider fitted with a retractable engine. Shortly after takeoff for a soaring flight, the pilot
noticed that the airspeed indicator (ASI) appeared to be operating erratically. The flight was continued with the pilot
estimating the airspeed, but no thermals were found and the pilot decided to return to the departure point using
engine power. The aircraft stalled during the landing flare and the left wing struck the ground. The aircraft slewed to
the left and touched down while travelling sideways. The fuselage was fractured during the ensuing ground slide.
The approach was flown with landing flap and a substantial degree of air-brake deployed. With the engine also
extended the glider was in an extremely high drag situation. Although the flight manual is specific about the
degradation in performance of the glider with the engine extended, the pilot reported that his endorsement training
failed to adequately address this aspect. Investigation also revealed that some dirt and insects were present in the
pitot/static plumbing connected to the ASI. These may have caused the reported erratic readings during the initial
stages of the flight.



