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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�


3 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

198903801 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Occurrence Number: 198903801 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Aurukun QLD 
Date: 22 August 1989 Time: 1350 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 2 
Total 0 0 0 3 

 
Aircraft Details: Beechcraft E55 Baron   
Registration: VH-XSM   
Serial Number: TE 804   
Operation Type: Charter   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Horn Island QLD   
Departure Time: 1240   
Destination: Aurukun QLD   
 
Approved for Release: 24 JANUARY 1990 

Circumstances: 

The pilot reported that he joined downwind for runway 34, and completed downwind checks. He stated that normal 
landing gear extension occurred when he selected the undercarriage down, and a normal gear down indication was 
obtained (three green lights). The pilot stated that on late final approach the gear warning horn sounded when he 
reduced the throttle settings and he then noticed there were no green lights. He said that he immediately went 
around, and established the aircraft in the circuit at 1000 feet. The pilot stated that he extended and retracted the 
landing gear several times, and on each occasion the gear operated normally and normal indications were obtained. 
A second approach was then commenced, and the pilot said that the lights were monitored all the way to 
touchdown. He reported that the landing was normal, but that shortly after touchdown the right wing began to sink. 
The pilot stated that he believed the right hand gear had failed, and that he attempted to recover the situation by 
applying full power and using aileron to level the wings with a view to going around, and proceeding to an 
aerodrome better equipped to handle an emergency landing. At this point the left hand gear and the nosegear 
collapsed, and the aircraft slid to a stop on the gravel runway. Marks on the runway showed that the aircraft had 
landed with the landing gear extended and that the gear retracted soon after touchdown. Subsequent examination of 
the aircraft found no evidence of any pre-existing defect which may have contributed to the development of the 
accident. The landing gear switch was found in the down position, and the gear actuating mechanism was found to 
be in an intermediate position. Damage to the mechanism appeared to be consistent with the gear being driven down 
with the weight of the aircraft on it. This could occur if the gear was inadvertently selected up during the landing 
and then down again. The pilot is adamant, however, that this did not occur. The cause of the landing gear retracting 
during the landing roll could not be determined. 

Significant Factors: 
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The following factor was considered relevant to the development of the accident The landing gear retracted during 
the landing roll. The cause of the unscheduled gear retraction could not be positively identified. 


