
1 
 

Aviation Safety Investigation Report 
198700761 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Birdman Chinook WT-11 
 
7 May 1987 



2 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

198700761 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198700761 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 11 km SW Streaky Bay SA 
Date: 7 May 1987 Time: 1710 approx 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Birdman Chinook WT-11   
Registration:    
Serial Number: 2377   
Operation Type: Private (Sport Aviation)   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Streaky Bay SA   
Departure Time: 1710 approx   
Destination: Streaky Bay SA   
 
Approved for Release: August 28th 1987 

Circumstances: 

The pilot had intended to go fish spotting in his aircraft. At about 1730 hours the aircraft was observed flying at 
about 100 feet above ground level and heading towards Streaky Bay. No further sightings of the aircraft were 
reported and when the pilot failed to return home a search was commenced. The wreckage was subsequently located 
the following morning. The aircraft had impacted in light mulga scrub in a steep nose down attitude. Investigation 
revealed that the main body tube had suffered an in-flight failure due to metal fatigue. The point of failure was at a 
junction of the rear engine pylon brace and the body-tube. The fatigue cracking initiated at rivet holes on the upper 
surface of the body-tube, beneath a doubler in an area which could not be visually inspected. The manufacturer had 
identified this problem and issued a mandatory inspection directive for this part, but the subject aircraft had not been 
inspected. Although the pilot was advised of this requirement by a friend, it is unlikely that he received any formal 
notification of it from the manufacturers local agent. 


