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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198700110 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Karawara WA (Perth Suburb) 
Date: 1 November 1987 Time: 1335 
Highest Injury Level: Minor  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 3 0 
Total 0 0 4 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Beechcraft A36 Bonanza   
Registration: VH-RCS   
Serial Number: E-658   
Operation Type: Private (Business)   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Geraldton WA   
Departure Time: 1200   
Destination: Jandakot WA   
 
Approved for Release: 24 March 1988 

Circumstances: 

As the aircraft approached Jandakot Airport the pilot noticed an un-commanded increase in propeller rpm which he 
was unable to correct with the propeller control lever. The pilot retarded the throttle and as a result regained some 
control over the propeller. Shortly after the pilot reduced power the engine began to make unusual noises and the 
cockpit filled with smoke. The pilot decided to make an emergency landing on the only clear area available, a 
disused rubbish dump. The engine failed completely during the approach to land. On touch down the aircraft 
collided with a mound of earth and overturned. The No.6 cylinder and piston exhibited signs of severe detonation 
probably caused by an unserviceable spark plug. The detonation had burnt a hole through the piston and this 
allowed all of the engine oil to be either burnt or pumped overboard from the now pressurised crankcase. The loss 
of engine oil caused the propeller to move to the fine pitch stops (propeller overspeed) and eventually resulted in a 
complete engine failure. The pilot reported that, up until the time he observed the unexpected increase in propeller 
rpm, there were no indications that the engine was anything but serviceable. 


