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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�


3 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

198802345 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Occurrence Number: 198802345 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Tomorrama (28 km East of Tumut) NSW 
Date: 7 February 1988 Time: 1000 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 1 

 
Aircraft Details: Transavia PL12 Airtruk   
Registration: VH-EVY   
Serial Number: 1248   

Operation Type: Aerial Work (Agricultural 
Spraying)   

Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Tomorrama NSW   
Departure Time: N/A   
Destination: Tomorrama NSW   
 
Approved for Release: 10 March 1988 

Circumstances: 

During the first take-off for top dressing operations, the aircraft commenced to swing to the left. The pilot applied 
opposite rudder and braking but was unable to control the swing. The side loads imposed on the right hand gear 
caused it to fail at its attachment to the stub wing, and fold up. The left hand oleo strut piston had separated from its 
cylinder, which then failed at its attachment, and fell from the aircraft. The gear then started to fold back, bringing 
the piston into contact with the tyre, which gave a braking affect and caused the aircraft to swing. A Transavia 
Service Bulletin and an Airworthiness Directive require a mandatory inspection to be carried out on all oleo struts of 
this type after each 100 hours time in service, in order to prevent a failure of this nature from occurring. The aircraft 
log books could not be located, and it could not be established whether the required inspections had been carried 
out. 


