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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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This accident was not formally investigated by the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199001175 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 7 km west of Horsham VIC
Date: 13 February 1990 Time: 1740
Highest Injury Level: Nil
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 1 1

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 1

Aircraft Details: Eipper Quicksilver (AUF)
Registration: 10-1133

Serial Number: 1133

Operation Type: Sport Aviation

Damage Level:  Substantial

Departure Point: 7 km west of Horsham VIC
Departure Time: N/K

Destination: 7 km west of Horsham VIC

Approved for Release: 14 March 1990
Circumstances:

The pilot reported that he was making his first flight in his ultralight which he had just completed building. After a
30 minute flight around his farm he made a landing approach to a grass strip. The intention was to overfly the strip
and make a left circuit. However, as he crossed the threshold he judged that he was in the right "slot" for a landing
and the approach was continued. But when the aircraft was in the flare he sensed the heading to be 10 degrees right
of the strip direction. Because of lack of recent flying experience, he decided at that point that the safest thing to do
was to abandon the landing attempt and go around. Confident that he had plenty of reserve power he did not use full
throttle for the go-around. As power was applied, the right wing dropped gently, not responding to aileron. The pilot
assumed a control malfunction and was not prepared to open the throttle any further. The aircraft continued to turn
to the right, now heading toward a power line that was running parallel to the landing strip. The pilot instinctively
applied backstick to clear the power line but the aircraft continued the uncontrolled gentle turn to the right. The pilot
said that "resigning himself to the inevitable™ he began closing the throttle. The aircraft gently descended into a
stubble paddock. The pilot advised that he later realised that a mild stall had developed on the right wing and had
proper stall recovery technique been applied, the situation would have been corrected. The pilot subsequently
critically self analysed the accident and identified a number of factors that resulted in him being under significant
stress while performing this first flight in his aircraft. In hindsight he believed that he should not have flown the
aircraft at all until he had completed some dual flying.



