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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198903793 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Near Logan Village QLD 
Date: 26 July 1989 Time: 1415 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 1 0 0 0 
Total 2 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Piper PA38-112 Tomahawk   
Registration: VH-FLF   
Serial Number: 38-79A0878   
Operation Type: Private   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Archerfield QLD   
Departure Time: 1400   
Destination: Archerfield QLD   
 
Approved for Release: 30th November 1989 

Circumstances: 

The pilot and passenger were undergoing a full time flying training course to Commercial Licence standard, and had 
both recently obtained their restricted Private Pilots Licences (i.e. restricted to flight within the flying training area). 
On the day of the accident the pilot had spent the morning at lectures, and preparing for navigation exercises. After 
lunch he approached the Chief Flying Instructor and asked if he could take VH-FLF to the training area for an hour. 
This was approved and the pilot signed the flight authorisation sheet and entered the time 1340 hours on the sheet. 
There was no indication on the authorisation sheet that he intended to take a passenger, nor did he mention this to 
the Chief Flying Instructor. The pilot was later seen sitting in the aircraft, apparently awaiting the arrival of his 
passenger. There appears to have been no prior arrangement, other than a spur of the moment decision by the 
passenger, to go on the flight. The pilot called Archerfield Tower at 1351 hours and reported taxiing for the 
southern training area. At 1359 hours VH-FLF was cleared for takeoff. This was acknowledged by the pilot, and no 
further radio transmissions from the aircraft were heard or recorded. At approximately 1415 hours, witnesses heard 
the aircraft flying overhead. The aircraft was seen flying in a south-easterly direction in apparently normal flight, 
when the engine noise suddenly ceased. The aircraft was then observed descending in a steep spiral or spin from a 
altitude of about 2000 feet. The spiralling motion appeared to cease momentarily before the aircraft dived into the 
ground. The aircraft impacted the ground in a steep inverted nose down attitude. Indications are that the aircraft may 
have been recovered from the spiral briefly, before stalling and becoming inverted during the recovery at a very low 
height. No mechanical defects were found which may have affected the airworthiness of the aircraft, or which may 
have contributed to the development of the accident. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  
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1. The pilot was inexperienced and had not been taught the fully developed spin recovery technique.  

2. The pilot lost control of the aircraft at a height insufficient to allow for safe recovery.  

3. The aircraft stalled at a low height leading to immediate control loss and ground impact. 


