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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199101022 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Monegeetta VIC
Date: 20 January 1991 Time: 1703
Highest Injury Level: Nil
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 1 1

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 1

Total 0 0 0 2

Aircraft Details: Bellanca Citabria 7GCBC
Registration: VH-SDH

Serial Number: 958-77

Operation Type: Private

Damage Level:  Substantial

Departure Point: Monegeetta VIC
Departure Time: 1650

Destination: Monegeetta VIC

Approved for Release: 9th May 1991
Circumstances:

The pilot reported that he was attempting to land on a short, one way strip in a quartering tail wind. While on short
final the wind speed increased. The aircraft drifted left and sank low on the approach path, finally striking a rock
fence just short of the threshold. The left landing gear assembly and the right wheel and axle were dislodged in the
impact. The aircraft came to rest some 30 metres from the fence to the left of the strip. The pilot advised that the
strip did not meet the requirements of an Authorised Landing Area (ALA) in terms of slope, length and obstacles.
He was not experienced in operating in tail wind conditions into one way strips and had only landed at this
particular strip once before but in different wind conditions.

Significant Factors:
The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident

1. The pilot was attempting to land on a short sloping strip in hilly terrain. He was not familiar with the strip nor
with landing on a steep upslope.

2. The pilot used a flat, low approach technique rather than the correct short field approach procedure.

3. A possible increase in the tail wind was not detected in time to stop the aircraft descending onto a rock fence.
This accident was not the subject of an on-scene investigation.



