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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198400019 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 26 km NNW Cairns QLD (Aprx) 
Date: 5 April 1984 Time: 630 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 1 0 0 2 
Total 1 0 0 3 

 
Aircraft Details: Cessna A185 F Floatplane   
Registration: VH-SFS   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Business   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Cairns QLD   
Departure Time: 0630   

Destination: Stanley Island, 185 km NW 
Cooktown QLD   

 
Approved for Release: 28th October, 1985 

Circumstances: 

The aircraft had been refuelled the previous afternoon and hangared overnight. When the pilot and passengers 
arrived the following morning, the pilot loaded their baggage and freight into the aircraft. The aircraft was pushed 
out of the hangar and the pilot carried out a pre-flight inspection. After the passengers boarded the aircraft the 
engine was started and an engine check completed before the aircraft was taxiied to commence take-off from 
runway 15. About 12 minutes after take-off, the pilot reported that the engine was malfunctioning. It subsequently 
lost power completely and the pilot was committed to a forced landing. The sea conditions were unfavourable for 
the aircraft type, with estimated strong winds and about a 1.5 metre swell. The aircraft cartwheeled on touchdown 
and sank almost immediately. The pilot and two of the passengers were able to free themselves from the sinking 
aircraft and make their way to the surface. There they supported themselves on the floats which had become 
detached from the aircraft during the landing. Their subsequent attempts to locate the aircraft and rescue the other 
passenger were unsuccessful. The three men were later rescued by a police boat. An extensive search of the area, at 
the time, failed to locate the missing aircraft. About twelve weeks after the accident the engine was located by a 
trawler and salvaged. Some seven weeks later the airframe was located by another trawler, it was also salvaged. 
Following the salvage of each part of the aircraft it was washed down and subjected to extensive examination. The 
immersion of the wreckage in salt water and the growth of marine life on the wreckage inhibited this examination. 
However, no fault was found that may have contributed to the accident. The investigation did reveal that at the time 
of take-off the aircraft was approximately 300 kilograms in excess of the maximum allowable all up weight. 


