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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198801383 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 14 km SE Horsham VIC
Date: 6 February 1988 Time: 1715
Highest Injury Level: Serious
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None
Crew 0 1 1 1
Ground O 0 0 -
Passenger 0 0 0 0
Total 0 1 0 1
Aircraft Details: ASW20B LS4A
Registration: VH-HDY VH-KYO
Serial Number: 20635 4262
Operation Type: Private (Gliding) Private (Gliding)
Damage Level:  Substantial Substantial
Departure Point: Horsham VIC Horsham VIC
Departure Time: 1643 1555
Destination: Horsham VIC

Approved for Release: April 13th 1988
Circumstances:

Both pilots were at Horsham to compete in the annual *Horsham Week™ gliding competitions. On the day of this
accident no task had been set but both pilots had taken the opportunity to make pleasure/familiarisation flights of the
area. At the time of the accident the two aircraft were at approximately 5000 feet above sea level. VH-HDY was
flying towards Horsham on a constant heading of approximately 330 degrees. The aircraft was in a descent and the
pilot estimated he was about 1000 feet below the cloud base. Cloud cover was reported as six eights of cumulus
type cloud. VH-KYO was flying in the opposite direction to VH-HDY, also on a constant heading at the same
altitude. The pilot of VH-HDY reported that he had just completed a scan of his instruments when he looked up to
see the other glider head on. He pushed the control column forward to try and avoid a collision but this was not
successful. The pilot of VH-KYO reported that he had also looked up from concentration on another task, to sight
the other aircraft head on at the very last moment. He had no time to take any avoiding action. The right wing of
VH-HDY hit the nose/cockpit area of VH-KYO, smashing the canopy, dislodging the instrument panel and
damaging the nose. VH-HDY lost two metres of its right wing and became uncontrollable. The pilot abandoned the
aircraft and parachuted to the ground. The pilot of VH-KYO received injuries to his right foot and face in the
collision but was able to maintain control of the aircraft and fly it back to Horsham where he made a safe landing in
a paddock beside the aerodrome. At the time of the accident both aircraft were operating in an environment where
the pilots were responsible for maintaining separation from other aircraft on the basis of see and be seen. In this
accident both aircraft were approaching head on, both were gliders with thin wings and narrow fuselages, both were
essentially white in colour when viewed from head on and both were against a background of whitish coloured
cloud. Such circumstances would have made it very difficult for each pilot to sight the other's aircraft.



