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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198400043 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 35 Km NW of Dalby QLD 
Date: 13 October 1984 Time: 1115 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 1 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Glasflugel Mosquito Glasser Dirks DG202  
Registration: VH-GKN VH-IZE  
Serial Number:    

Operation Type: Cross-country gliding 
competition 

Cross-country gliding 
competition  

Damage Level: Destroyed Destroyed  
Departure Point: Jondaryan QLD Jondaryan QLD  
Departure Time: 1115   
Destination: Jondaryan QLD   
 
Approved for Release: 17th June, 1985 

Circumstances: 

Several gliders were thermalling in one area during a cross-country flight. VH-IZE departed for the next thermal 
and the pilot, having determined that he was clear of other aircraft, began a left turn in the thermal. He then heard a 
loud bang and the glider pitched steeply down, however he was able to parachute to the ground. The left wing of 
VH-IZE had severed the fuselage of a second glider, VH-GKN, and the tail wheel area had struck the upper right 
wing and cockpit. The pilot of VH-GKN had been thrown from his seat but did not operate his parachute. The 
relative positions of the two gliders prior to the start of the manoeuvring which resulted in collision could not be 
established. However, the apparent relative impact attitudes of each aircraft indicate that just prior to impact VH-
IZE would most probably have been in the two o'clock low position in the field of view from the cockpit of VH-
GKN. VH-GKN would have most probably appeared in the seven o'clock high position in the field of view from the 
cockpit of VH-IZE. It is likely that the pilot of VH-GKN was incapacitated as a result of the collision. 


