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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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This accident was not subject to an on scene investigation. 
Occurrence Number: 198800743 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 30 km N Alice Springs NT 
Date: 4 June 1988 Time: 1600 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 1 

 

Aircraft Details: Hughes Lightwing 
Ultralight   

Registration: 25-0036   
Serial Number: N/A   
Operation Type: Private (Training Solo)   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Bond Springs NT   
Departure Time: 1520   
Destination: Bond Springs NT   
 
Approved for Release: 26/10/1988 

Circumstances: 

The pilot was returning from a solo navigation exercise and had descended from 800 feet in the training area to 300 
feet above ground level to comply with the height restrictions on ultralight aircraft. The engine began to run roughly 
and the aircraft lost height to about 200 feet. The pilot elected to carry out an immediate precautionary landing on 
the Stuart Highway as he was flying downwind and was uncertain of his ability to turn into wind for a landing if he 
lost any more height. A normal landing was made in the centre of the highway, but the aircraft diverged to the right 
and the pilot was unable to maintain directional control on the camber of the road. The aircraft then hit the roadside 
windrow and collided with bushes. No mechanical defects were found that could have contributed to the loss of 
engine power. Conditions were conducive to the formation of carburettor icing which would have been assisted by 
the use of Mogas fuel. Club officials stated that the limit on the altitude of ultralight operations prevented the pilot 
from flying at a greater height, and therefore denied him the opportunity of selecting another area for landing which 
was clear of obstructions. 

Significant Factors: 

It was considered that the following factors were relevant to the development of the accident:  

1. Probable loss of engine power due to carburettor icing.  

2. Restricted choice of forced landing area due to restricted height of operations.  

3. Loss of directional control on landing. 


