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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

•Sft..'

AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION
SUMMARY REPORT

Reference

A5/753/1015
1. LOCATION OF ACCIDENT

4 SH South f*oa Bnnnockburn, Victoria
Height a.m.s.l . (ft)

500
Date

23.3.75
Time (Local)

1550
Zone

2. THE AIRCRAFT
Make and Model

Com* A150K
Registered Owner (name and address)

. . . . v :
15 Peary Otroot
Belnont Victoria

Regi stration

VB-JiAQ
Operator (name and ad

L.G. & K.F.
Torquay ' ood
Mt DUHMJ

Certif icate
of

Airworth iness
dress)
Kflbon
.
Victoria

Valid from Valid to

20.5.71 27.5.80
Degree of damage to aircraft

Destroyed
Other property damaged POtfW

diBtortad
• line

Defects discovered

nil

3. THE FLIGHT
1 J J J

GroTGflalo 1500 Grorodale Local training Aerial Work

4. THE CREW
Name

Harold CRUOBOI

Status

Pilot

Age

56

Class of licence

;udent

Hours on type

46

Total hours

43

Degree of injury

Hinor

5. OTHER PERSONS (all passengers and persons injured on ground)

Name Status

6. CONTRAVENTIONS OF REGULATIONS
Regula t ion or Order No.

See .action 16

Degree of i n j u r y

AND ORDERS

Name Status Degree of i n j u r y

Na tu re of contravention

7. R E L E V A N T EVENTS

The atudent llo: TOO (aithoris :> I for one hour solo ;cnoral riyint in tho local training
rea to nrnctise otro-> turns and othor ooqooncon as roqttired. He departed fro* Srovedale

and cliaVod to 2000 feot t* nrdfl tho woot, Af tor coaTJlotin^r several otoop turno he found
tho eonditionn too turbulent to oontimw and
ooron tsiloo north west from the training rant

•ncided to fly to his siofcor »e pronorty about
' - ' 1 :••.! -.- >

atrip. Tho eircr-.f t wnfi doscendod to a height the nilot eott^atod to be 200 foot /OL, abou
OHO ailo onot of the property. Tao ^ilot plnnnod on nakin; on inoTwctiou fligM
eoeterly wind, over the paropoaed 1
bouni- ry of the property the airerrft struo
The aircraft deeolerated rapidly

into tho
« Ae he crofleod the road forainc the eaetern
a throe cable potror line about 40 foot AGL.

•ollod on to itc book* It impnctod on the
tip and then in on inrorted, steeply nooc doim attitude. The pilot
injurioe and left the aircraft af tor turning

rocoiyed only tainor
off tho Banter and ignition mdtohoe.

¥hia V60 tho first tins tho pilot ;. n the aircraft veaflag the bifocal lonoee
nroocribod folio-; nc license rencval nodical

o ; tht than inles
: v .b-.T 1 )7 . .

jomont of height and rooultod in hin flying tho
MM

1
aircrnft

8. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

The c«ioe of tho accident w«0 that tho aircraft '\-o flova at an unnafe hci^it.
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18. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
-/755/1015

Page

11
NARRATIVE (give a concise chronological account of the sequence of events)

Mr Harold Grayaon had connoncod Ids flying training at Grovodale in July 1772.
Ho was 54 yeara of age at that tin© and intended only to undortako local training. His
training progressed slowly ovor the next two yeara nnd his student licence lapsed in
July 1374.

2. CJrayoan did not fly a~ain for fiovcral months as he v«o in hoopital trith book
problems. Ho underwent Mother license medical teat on 19*11*74 and was passed to privcto
liconoe otandnrdc -.rith n rontriction to venr glasoeo* When ho began flying again ho
showed his renewed student license to rtr F. tovons, the CFI of the flying cohool, bat
did not oint out the glnsnee restrict! =n. He indicated to Hr F. ..tcvons that ho would
like to concentrate on obtaining his licence •

3. The CFX considered that Grayaon1 s flying waa aafe but rough. He concentrated on
trying to improve tho stand rd of Gray0on*a flyin-: and emphasised nrnctieinc oteop turno.
On tho day of tho accident Stevenc authorised Grnyooa for R solo period of ono hour in
the training area* He briofod Grnyoon to prr-ctiee steep turna and nny other aoquonco
Grryoon thought neoessery. Grayson .-as not woorine hia clasaea when ha departed and had
not trorn thon on any occasion when ho had flown vith Btovena*

4. The nircrnft was observed to depart from tho 270 strip ond hood tot/curds the
oooont orko went of Grovodale, Tho pilot reported that ho cliabed \too rlrcrrft to
.'000 feet in the trainin/j area. Ho performed ooac atoop turno but found tho conditions
T»ry turbulent and decided to fly to his Bister* a property which io about 12 niloo At
from Grovadale an-. I outcido tho treininc area* Grayson had been considering buyinc a snail
aircrnft after he obtained his private licenae and intended developing a atrip at his
olotor's property and koaping the aircraft there.

5. This was the first tine that tho pilot had worn his bifocal glaaaes uhile flying
tho niroraf t« Although his lioonso had bean endorsed at tho tiao of renerral he had not
worn then before* However he hnd realised that aa he hopod to undergo his lioonao tost
in the near future ho would need to bocomo used to mooring hio glasaea and doci.io.1 to do
oo on thia flight.

6. Af tor Icnvinc tho tralnir. ; area the pilot dencendad the aircraft to aa oottaated
200 feet AOL approximately one mile enot of the property. The ind at tho tine w«a
westerly et about 20-25 knots nnd gusty. The pilot decided to overfly the property into
wind along tho proposed location of tho ctrLp.

7. Tho pilot did not soe the power line along tho aaetam boundary of tho property.
Aa he croseod tho road there voa a brilliant f Inah and tho aircraft crashed* After impact
the pilot turned off the master a»l ignition switches and left tho aircraft.

8. Tho first aircrnft oomponont to contact tho three cable power lino as the
r̂in 'screen. This broke and the piocoo of parapax were blown book acrona the road* Tho
cabloa short circuited resulting in the flnsh seen by the pilot* Tho cables then
contacted the irin,̂ 1 lift strut n juct belov the ving and olid up to tho wing attachment
point on both sides. The powor lino did not break and the oircrnft was rapidly
decelerated. The left wiaf dropped an the rircrrft foil to the ground as it rolled on
ito brck. Tho main impact occurred in an inverted, steeply nose down attitude. The
strong ;ind blcvr the eircrnft bactar8»l8 and it cooe to root inverted but still ôintiaf
in tho lirocti o flight. The power lino waa approzdLaatoly 40 feet AGL, The impact
marks in7! -ted that tho nose of tho rircraft hit tho ground about 11 motros to the wast
of the power lino. The oircr.-f t ao blown backwards and nt rest tho nose \-ins slightly
closer to the power line.
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19. ANALYSIS OF THE CAUSE
File

' : 1: 12
JUSTIFICATION (state concisely the reasons underlying the opinions described in Section 8 of this report, and indicate why this

opinion is preferred to the possible alternatives.)

Althoii-h the pilot broached JKRa by leaving the training area and deeoendirv;
bolov 500 feet ACL, these not!one need not here racultod in an -ccidont. The accident
beeane inevUoblo whoa the aircraft was descended to such a lav height in an area whore
power lines axe prevalent.

2. The pilot reported that ho had intended to descend to 200 feet AOL, At thia
height ho would hare been above any obstructions and the accident uould not hnve
occurred* However his Judgement of height wae noet inaccurate and the aircrnf t was
descended to about 40 feet ACL» The. CFI at tbo riyin school otatod that the pilot1 a
height ssseasMuttt had been good in the part* Therefore there was sooo reaaon on thio
flight why hia jodfenant was unaottnd.

3. The problen apparently lay in the pilot*a nee of hia bifocal glaesnn for tho
first tiao. Ho reported that he had trouble using then and found he wan looking
outside the aircr ft through the botto* part of the lens instead of levering his head
and using the upper (lone diatonee) lenses. This frotor swot have severely affected
his ootiaation of height as veil «• esnalag aono conoiderable distortion. It is
considered that this was tho reaaon Tor the aircraft bcinc as low as it wae* Che
difficulty of using these glasses for the first tiao probably elso renoved the slight
possibilitgr that tho pilot ngy have oeen tho power line. However in vies of tho
distance apart of tho noloc (250 notres) and tho feet that the pilot thought he was at
about 200 feet ACL, he probably vr,s not coneerned with each an obstruction and would
have had difficulty seeinc it even under better conditions*

•» positive roaaor bojestablidbed for the pilot*a ootion in completely
regslstions and undertnkinc this illegal and snsatnsrisnd flight. The CFI

did net consider Grayaon to be a nan to nako rash decioions or art in ouch an illosiccl
acnnor. He had been a hard yorkin; quarrynon all hio life and was now in a position to
enjoy the luxury of learning to fly. It is considered tart having found the conditions
in tho trni l T area unsuitable ctiainc hia exercises he Bade a spur of •
aonent dfeision to overfly his intended atrip. He stated that he had had no intontion
of flyinc to the property before he departed Orovedale and was avers that he had
breached AHRs by leaving the training area cod descondin, oo low*

5. The cause of the eccidont ;as that tho atrernft was flown at on unsafe hoight.
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